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S 73 ye therefore the Lord of ch Harogf; 1 
hat He 3 [end forth, labdurers into 
His Harve . | 4 
Wy ROM has 35 . oel . Chapter and 
* ſo forward, we have an account of 
. Chriſts Preaching „the ſubject Matter 7 
17 of His Preaching, "and the deep ſence. a 
, - He had of the want of able Teachers, 
0 and tlie Duty He pit His Diſciples EP 
$ on on that occafjont ; | Which miy afford us "28 


eral Obſervations: * not improper | to Fe Ny . 
you at this time. 4 2 . 


p 4 Pain ails the Peculiar reh. 


„ 


| 1. 


1. Obſer. =. That __ hve vp refs eo 
or unwilling ig be Preachers 0 Tryth W 
as our Lori 4 Uber 7118 rt in His On 

Perſon bee this Office 


1 You find _ the 5 Pre, 15 10 2 
ing th 7 1 dit 
LILY el th © Preac er, cl. 1 


not dilda 
He was onde to 
ſtruct as well as 3 


Ci his 5 8 5 9 
e 


And this He did like Himſelf. Aero * — 
table Clearneſs, Willoty and Authority as force 
His Hearers to confeſs, that never Man ſpake lik 
Him. None have cauſe te think themſelv 
diſhonoured, or to ſhrink from ſo good a 
After they have had 10 grent 2 Pattern. | 


II. Obſer. That the l 165 the great Subj ohi 
: Goſpel-Minifters ſhou 4 infft pon. 


This was what Chit Blimkelf if Preach i 
called here the Goſpel of the Kingdom, a 5 
tains the gracious Propoſals of God forthe b 
ing Men into the Kingdom of Grace, and pitps 
ring them for the Kingdom of Glory, ©, There 
indeed a neceſſity that Moral Duties ſhould b 


preſs 0 


of 


Nele, 2s well as Docteines ef Grace lald open: 
But this is tho main thitke; chat Men be rightly 
informed and. eſtabliſhed in the 1 


x C. 2. f. 2 Cor. A. 5. This fs the wiath'thing 


ue Lord ofthe lt >. 3 


and Bcliefof che Great Pruthis bf the Goſpel: t 
Purpoſes of Gods Grat concerning the 


Means of Reconciling ünd Sar ine Tot Gi Somers, 
and bringing Men t6 partake 
Fa voui and Friendſhip, Tat an tlie bleſſed 12 


ol it. The knowledge 'of other Truths is in or- 


der to this. This therefore was the gteat Subject 
of Chriſts Miniſtry, and i{Howtd be, of Miuiſters. 


that People ſhould "ſy to Underſtand ant be 
Acquiintediwith,” eu baye ne Saving Knows- 
ledge in Religion, till 880 have ſuch a Know- 
ledge of tho Truth of te Goſpel, is brings you to 
a State of Union with Chriſt, and Communion 
with Him 1 in His benefits, 


211. obſer. Seb 1 r 40 e wy 10 Tonyer- 
ion, and yet are like to periſh thro want 
are great Object. of fy and Compſon. . 
There was a great Ritring: ben che Wan of 

People, both during the'time of Chriſts and John 


Baptiſts Miniſtry; ; as you: have an account,” Mat. 
11. 12. Since the days of Fohn Baptiſt until mw, the 


Kinsdow of Heaven fu 
len: taks it by force. 


ereth. vidlence, and the bio- 
here was great flocking af- 


ter Chriſt naw at this time, but a great Want of 
skilful and faithful Teachers in the Church of 
hart "The Setibes and Phariſces Who then fat 
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4 A Painful Miniſtty the Peculiar Gift 
in Moſes's Seat, contented: themſelves to Teach 


their Traditions, and the Externals of Religion, 
and neglected Judgment; Mercy, Faith, and the 


Love of God, which were the great things of the 


Law : And were great Enemies to Chriſt and the 

Way of Salvation that He taught. On this ac- 

count Chriſts bowels yearned towards the Peo- 
ple when He ſaw them in this condition, know- 
ing of what dangerous conſequence it was for 
a People to looſe hopeful beginnings towards 
Conxverſion; and on this occaſion He gives this 
direction 5 His Diſciples in the words. of our 

Text.:. which words tho weighty and full of 
Mattez, yet are plain and eafy to be underſtood; 


therefore without inſiſting on any Explanation of 


* 8 on — 
upon. "1 0 . 
„„ Os 1 9 2 74 \? 4 * . 
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DOCT. In anſwer to Prayer, it is mo} hopeful God 
will prepare and ſend forth Labourers into His 


them, ſhall mention the Doctrine I would inſiſt 


— 
71 * *. 22 . 3 


None can queſtion Chriſts Ability to give the 
moſt proper direction in this caſe. He well un- 
derſtood the wants of Souls, and knew whence 
relief was to be fetch'd, and how it was to be 
obtain d. i G $A. wc ; 

There are ſeveral Propoſitions compriſed in this 
Doctrine, which may be diſtinctly ſpoken to, and 


* 


then ſoine Application made of it. 


| PROP, 1. That G OD is the Lord of the Harveſt. 
= 1 — PROP. 


a 2 2 2 nnn 
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PROP. II. That 4 faithful Miniſtry is His Gift, 


PROP. II I. That all, Miniſters ſhould, and 
faithful Miniſters will be Labourer in Gods. Harveſt. 
FPROP. IV. In 4 way of Prayer it is-moſt, hope- 
fel that a People ſhall obtain ſuch as are . 


PROP. I. 72 GOD is: the Lord of the Hærveß. 


It is from Him that there is a diſpoſedneſs in 
the Hearts of People to deſire the Knowledge of 
the Truth, and to yield to the impreſſion of it. 
All Souls are His by Creation and Suſtentation. 
And the inclination of Souls, and all their pre- 
parations for Grace or Glory, are from Him. 
That any Knowledge or Conviction of Divine 
Truths is tet into the Minds of Men, that any 
gracious impreſſions are made upon the Heart 
by them, is from God. It is He Teaches Man 
Knowledge, and gives underſtanding to the 
Heart, By a Metaphor ſomething like this in our 
Text, Men are called His Vineyard, 1ſa. 5. begin. 
And ſaid to be Gods Husbandry, 1 Cor. 3.9. 
importing His ſpecial Providence over them, and 
cate about them in order to their Spiritual 
growth and fruitfulneſs. Both Miniſters and 
People ought to look upon Him as ſuch. The 
ffeQual bringing home of Souls to Chrilt by a 
work of Converſion is peculiar to the Holy Spirit : 
Its He only can put His Laws in the Mind, and 
write them in the heart. Can take away the heart of 
ſtone and give an hears of fleſh. Can remove the 
blindneſs of the Mind, and cauſe light to ſhine 


$- 1 
5 = 
7 
2 
by * 
3 * 
7 
1 
3 
f a 
2 
1 
4 
= 
4 
| 
bs 3 7 
7 
= 
8K 3 
= 
$9 
— 
N 
* 
7 
9 
3 & 
I 
, 
1 
| 
: 
-- 
> -M 
| * 
- 
* n 
* 
© 


into 


| 8 A Palnful Miniftry the Pebnlliar Gift 


= 


” a 
ay . eee A AA or dr 34 


. 


A 8 223 
— 9 —— —U— EY 
— , 


* 


2 96—＋— „ Va a MR ay Ry 
—— — — — — PD — 


* 
” * * _— + 
— — — D—— — 
N — — 
* . 


into it. Can by His Victorious Grace make a 
Willing People. He can Regenerate and Sanctify 


whomſoever He pleaſes. Hence we read, Acts 


11. 21. The hand of the Lord was with them, and 4 


great number believed. When the Arm of the Lord 
4 revealed, then and only then is the Report of 


the Oofpe! believed, Thi. 53. 1. Miniſters are ho- 
noured with the Title, of Co-workers with God, 
2 Cor. 6.1, But we haye reaſon to look upon 
our ſelves as weak and feeble Inſtruments, yea 
nothing without Him. 2 Cor. 10. 4. The weapons 
of our warfare are migbiy thre God, &. 
To Him we muft look, - and on Him we muſt 
depend fox the fru and ſucceſs of all our endea- 
yours: Miniſters fhonfd not confide in thieir own 
Preparation, as if becauſe they have ſtudied ſuch 
Truths as ate proper and ſuitable to awaken and 


convert, therefore they need not doubt of ſucceſs, 


* 


Alas, à deceitful Heart & à ſubtile Devil will fin 
methods to evade the force of the moſt clear an 
pungent Truths, if not back d witli a higher 
power, and give reafon to renew Melanithon's 
complaint, That Old Adam is too ſtrong for Young 


Melanfthon, Neither ſhould People” rely upon thẽ 


Abilities of their Mniſters, and think they need 


not doubt about their Converſion ang Salvation: 
while they have fach Teachers; but Both ſhould 


look to God for fruit and ſucceſs. If Pal Plants, 


cept God gives it. eee eee 
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They are the Labourers liere intended that are 
rd Jo beask'd of God, and He can ſend or thutſt ſuch 
of Eabourets into His Harveſt, 'when He pleaſes ; 
o- It is a gift appropriated to God in ſeveral reſpects: 
d, 1 . It is by His 12 that there is ſuch an 
on eder, or Office Efabliſhed in the Church. It is nien- 
ea lioned not only as a fruit of Chriſts Love and 
ns are for, but One of His Royal Gifts to His 
tc, Fhurch, after His Aſcention, that He gave Apoſtles 
At Ind Prophets; Paſtors and Teachers to it, Eph., 
a . 11. He is ſaid to ſer them in the Church, 1 Cor. 
zn 2. 28. He who is Lord & Head of the Church 


ch {Math right to appoint what Officers and Ordi- 
nd Iances in His Church, He thinks proper for the 
ls, INdification of it, and Men may not add to them 
nd F diminiſh from them, for this would be a re- 
94 :ftion upon His Kingly-- Wifdoin and Autho- 
h EE EIS LS ü 
5 2. Inaſmuch as their Ability and Furniture for 
ms is Service are from Him. All Miniſterial Quali- 
the Metions flow from the Father of Lights, from: whom 
ed ery good & perfect gift deſtends,James t.17. And 
om, mos 2.11; 1 raiſed up your Sons for Prophets, & your 
1d ng Aden for Nazarites, Gifts of Nature, and 
is ts of Grace, are both from God: He is to be 
rl Nughit to for them; and acknowledged in then; 
Rave any the Tongue of the Learned, whereby 


ey ate inabled to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon tothe 
eary ? it is God that. gives it, /i 50. 4. Have 
s  * 


K* 


8 A PainfulMiniſtry the Peculiar Gift 
be much Reading and Study requiſite to furni 


municate them to Others, for their Inſtruction 
Direction and Comfort, yet this is to be aſcribt 


that the Court of Babylon could afford, yet! 


that know Underſtanding. If it be God that giv 
Men power to get Wealth, by governing thou 
Thoughts and Deſigns by His Providence, tha. 


their Knees. God that at firſt {ſupplied the! 
Miniſters with Learning by His bleſſing upo 


aud thoſe by whom they are devoted: an 
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any a Mouth and Wiſdom to ſpeak Eloquently 
Convincingly, Authoritatively? it is God tha 
gives it, Late 21. 15. And God is to be ac 
knowledged in Acquired Gifts alſo. Though ther _ 


the Mind with the clear Knowledge of ulcfi,: 
Truths, and skill and pains to be uſed to con 


to God. Daniel and his Fellows tho' ſeperate 
to Learning, probably under the beſt Inſtructoi 


ſaid, God gave them Wiſdom, and ſo: he acknowl 
ledges, Dan. 2. 21. He giveth ' knowledge ta th 


certainly it is not leſs His gift to give Men pow: 
to get Learning, aſſiſting the gifts of Nature 
and by His Providence affording proper Hel 
and Inſtructors. It hath been therefore well o 
ſerved, bene orare eſt bene fluduiſſe; that thi 
thrive belt in knowledge that ſtidy much upo 


poſtles in a miraculous & extraordinary mann: 
with the gift of Tongues, continues to furnil 


ordinary means. And there is great need ( 
Prayer both by thoſe dedicated to this Service 


thoſe alſo that hope to ſhare in the benefit 
their Gifts and Graces, that the. Divine bleſſin 
. : = mig. 


ift | of the Lord of the Harueſt. 9 
ently 

d tha 
be ac 
1 the 
urnif 
uſeſt 
Com 
Aion 
cribt 
erate 
ucto! 
vet! 


ight plentifully accompany the Means of Edu 
e, that the good end of them may be at- 

J; iiinens 2 - 1 
3. I is God that Calls and Sends them forth to 
he work, Heb. 5. 4. No man taketh this honour 
o- himſelf, bat he that is called of God, as was Aaron. 
o Man ought, or can without Sin aſſume this 
jonour and office to himſelf, but he that is called 
r commiſſionated by God, in the way of His 
ppointment : tho* not in that immediate and 
xtraordinary manner as Aaron was, unleſs in 
ke extra ordinary caſes; but by a power and 
iſpenſation orderly derived from Him, through 
ch hands as He hath appointed and impowred 
or this end. We find the Apoſtles in the exe- 


5 thaYlution of their Miniſtry either followed the ſpe- 
„ the: guidance and direction of the Spirit in their. 
FPouhpurneys, or attended to the fair and orderly 
aturenvitation of thoſe that deſired their inſtructions, 
Hel Wow in ordinary caſes the regular Vote and De- 
my re of a Chriſtian. People, is look'd upon as the 


oice of God, by which He calls forth to Service 
oſe that He hath competently furniſh'd for it: 
rhoever undertakes this work ſhould ſee that 
1101 cy have Gods Warrant and Commiſſion, Row. 
O. 15. How can they Preach except they be ſent ? 
upcich as run before they are ſent, have little 
ound to expect that God will follow them with 
is Bleſſing. Whatever Abilities Perſons have. 
Ir the work, yet they mult, wait for an orderly 
all: God who is the Lord of the Harveſt may. 
ooſle dis own Labourers, | : 


leffin 
might 


Work, and makes then willing to conſecrate their 


of this Work, and the many Difficulties & Temp 


it is God that perſwades, that gives faith and 


30 4 Painful Miniſtry the Peculiar Gift 


| 4. It is God. that Incline: Mens Hearts to t his 


Time and Abilities to it. They who have had Se 
rious Thoughts of the Nature and Importance 


tations attending it, & how hard a werk it is tc 


keep their own Vineyards, while ſet to be keepen tl 
of others; have been ready to ſay of it, that ii. 
was, Onus hurner is Angelicis formidandum; or tall 2 


cry out with the Apoftle, 2 Cor. 2. 16. Who i 
fuſfie ient for theſe thing! to look upon the wor 
vaſtly diſproportionab le to their beft accompliſh 
ments and preparations for it: Now in this cak 


courage to reſiſt thefe fears, and repel theſe di 
couragements ; and in an humble dependana 
upon Divine conduct and aſſiſtance to devot 
themſelves unto it. And it is from God alſe 
that they obtain Mercy to be faithful in nM 
2 Or. 7. 25. | „%% oe | — 


* 


PROP. 111. 4 Mnifters ſhould, and faichf 
"Miniſters will, be Labourers in Gods Harde. 


When God ſends any into His Harveſt, it 
not to Loyter, but to Labour in it. The offic 
of the Miniſtry (however it is judged of by tho: 
that are ignorant of the Nature of it, and the 
duty required it in) is Labourious, and wil 
require the greateſt intention and application of 
the Mind unto it. The Truth of this Propoſiti- 
„ ET. 


24 


1, Fron 


o the Lordof the Harveſl, us 


thief x. From ſuch Texts of Scripture as plainly expreſs 
heir or neceſſarilj imply ir. In our Text Chriſt cally 
faithful Preachers, Labourerl. They are called 
Mate h- men, Ezek. 3. 17. 1 have made thee a match- 
man. And they are ſaid to Watch for Souls, Heb. 
13-17, To takè the moſt proper Methods to Save 
them. They are compared: to Planters and 
Builders, 1 Cor. 3. 6, = 10. And to Souldiers, 
2 Tim. 2. 3. Indure hardneſs as a good fouldier of 
Teſus Crit. Now the Scripture chooſing ſucli 
{imilitudes to ſet it forth, is doubtleſs to' mcul- 
cate the neceſſity of Labour and diligence in this 
work, and to check a vain preſumption in thoſe 
who think to find it a ſhght matter. I might 
 diWadd the folema charge given by the Apoſtle Paul 
lano to Timothy upon this account, 2 Tim. 4. 2.Preach 
evo be word, be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of Raſen, re- 
alloprove, rebuke, export with all long ſaſfering and 
n 118Joftrine. This was conſonant to his own practice, 
Mie tells the Corinthians, He was willing to ſpend 
and be ſpent far ten. 1 
2. From the Nature of the work they are imployed 
about, And this is generally read by feeling 
the flock of Chriſt, So in that charge of Chriſt 


mp 
1s tc 
epen 
at 1 
Ir UL 
ho. 4 
work 
liſh 
; call 


and 


aithf 


yh 1 * 
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1 to Peter, Joh. 21. 17. Feed my Sheep, feed my Lambs. 
office And in thoſe words of the Apoſtle to the Elders 
tholcof the Church of Epheſus, Acts 20 28. Feed the 

tha h»rch of God. Now this general Term, ſignifies 


to Teach and Rule as Ofkcers under Chriſt the 


Text of Scripture ; It ſhall ſuſſce to mention 
a few afterward. 


great Shepherd, as might be ſhewn from many 


(I. They 
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ſiuitable to the capacity & ſtate of the flock ; ſome 


ſuit their State and Neceſſities. The Ignorant 
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( 1.) They are to Inſtruct and Teach thoſe that 
are committed toctheir Charge. This is expreſſed by 
Feeding of them: Jer. 3. 15. J will give them Paſtors 
after my own heart, which ſhall feed them with know- 
ledge and under fanding, They are appointed to 
5 the word of Life, and it muſt be their care; 
as good Stewards, to give every one their portion 
of Meat in due ſeaſon; and to that end they need 
to be furniſned with an eminent degree of Know- 
ledge in Divine Truths, that they may be a3 
Scribes inſtructed to the Kingdom of God; able 
to bring out of their treaſure things new & old; 
They muſt be apt or able to Teach, 2 Tim. 2. 24. 


* > Wm A__ KK 


muſt be fed as with Milk, others who have their 
Senſes exerciſed, with Strong Meat: All muſt be 
fed with wholeſome ſeaſonable food, ſuch as may 
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mult be Informed, the Careleſs Awakened, the 
Erroneous Refuted, the Doubting Reſolved, the 
Afflicted Comforted,Self-deceivers Detect ed, and 
if poſſible Saved from the Paths of the Deſtroyer ; 
the devices of Satan mult be laid open; the d& 
ceitfulneſs of the Heart diſcovered, and the great 
Truths relating to Mens Converſion aud Recon: 
ciliation with God, and Comfort in Chrift, 
clearly Explained, and Solidly Stated. Now a 
little or common meaſure of Underſtanding or 
Experience of Divine Truths will not be ſufhct- 
ent to reach theſe ends: They muſt therefore uſe 
great diligence in Reading, Prayer, Meditation 
and cloſe Study, that they may as the Apoltle 


Exhorts 
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that Exhorts Timothy, 2 Tim. 2. J os Shew themſelves 


d by Pr oved unto God, work men that need not be a- 
for: if Hamed, rightly dividing the word of Truth, The 
vo- Frophets of old, ſearched diligently into Scrip- 
d to ture Propheſies. And Miniſters now need to be 

ss diligent in looking into Goſpel Myſteries, that 
tion I they may be able to underſtand themſelves, and 
need explain them to others. We are no more to ex- 
10. pect to be taught by immediate inſpiration, 


e az than People may expect to be fed as Iſrael in the 
able I Wilderneſs by Manna rained from Heaven upon 
old; them; but muſt get our ſupplies by diligent 
. 24. Ptudy. Hence the Apoſtle exhorts Timothy, 
ſome Tim: 4. 15, Give thy ſelf ro theſe things, conti- 
their ue in them, ey ruroig id, be in them his heart 
ſt be hand time muſt be taken up about them : be- 


lides, with what clearneſs, conviction, gravity, 
authority, agreeable to the Majeſty of Divine 
Truths, fhould they be delivered; not with 
zawdy Eloquence to tickle the fancy, but with 


 and|Maintul plainneſs and ſolemnity, that they may 
yer; pPpear to be from God: that may ſhake the Con- 
e de Heclences of Sinners, and may break down the 
great rong holds of the Preſumptuous and Self. con- 
con- ident. He had need be furniſh'd with a good 
brit, Mesree of Spiritual Wiſdom, that would win Souls. 
W 2 | | | | 
12 ori (2- ) They are to Rule the Charch of God. So 
ſici-eding is uſed to expreſs this, 2 Sam. 5. 2. and 
e uſe 7.6. Plal. 78. 71. And in many other places, 
tion hat are ſet as Rulers in the Houſe of God, Heb. 


oftleM 2e 17 But they muſt Rule not by Lays of their 
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14 A Painjul Minifity the Petuliar Gift 
' own deviſing and propoſing : Not as being lords 
over Gods bitte bat according to the Law 
of Chrie, and the R 


ules He hath given; The 
Keys both of Doctrine and Diſcipline are deals 
Jeſs intended in thoſe words of Chriſt to Peter, 
Matth. 16. 19. Who is then by Chriſt conſti 
tuted as a Publick Officer in the Goſpel Church? 
It is ſuch faithful & yiſe Stewards, whom Chrif 
makes Rulers over His Houſehold; Matth. 18, 8. 
and Titus 1. 7. Chriſt hath joyned the Teach: 
ing and Ruling Authority together; and for this 
end, every particular Church ought. to have iti 
own Paſtor to guide and go before them in a} 
matters partaining to their Spiritual Eſtate 
' which doth no way weaken or render unnecefl;- 
ty, but rather confirm the duty of brother 
Watchfulneſs, to mutual Preſeryation and Egif 
cation. Now that they may know how to bv 
have themſelves in the Houſe of God, there il 
great need ot Labour and Diligent Study to pre 
by || are themſelves for this part of their work, 
N here will be many perplezing and difhcull 
N caſes to be ſearched into; ſometime ſubtle and 
crafty offenders to be brought to ch 1 an 
Repentance, who will not cally ſee the Error d 
| their ways. To apply the Rules of Chriſt in par 
Fi ticular caſes without prejtidice or partiality 
requires a good meaſure of Grace ahd Prudence 
which therefore they have nced to take pain 
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that they may be furniſhed with. 
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| 3 1 might. further ne it from the Temptation 
fl and Oppoſition that this work is 4ttended with. 
The Miniſtry is a Warfare, a ſervice full of hard- 
ſhips and hazards, Miniſters are ſet for the de- 
fence of the Goſpel which is oppoſed by the Luſts 
ofMen, and by all the Powers of Darkneſs. And 
as One (I think truly) obſerves, There ix not 4 
other Office or Intereſt in the World hath ſach and 
many Enemies, The Dragon and his Angels are 
engag d in this War; Enemies that never tire 
or deſert, the Earth is full and the Air is full of 
them And not only the Heathen World are E- 
nemies to the Truth of the Goſpel-: but the Viſi- 
ble Church it ſelf too much abounds with Ene- 


cefla mies, to the Truth and Power of the Goſpel, 
her Some are deſignedly, and ſome are ignorantly 
EdifMoppoling of it, and caſting diſcouragements in 


o be the way of thoſe whom God employs in this 
ere work. Now they who: have to do with fo many 

and mighty and vigilant Enemies, who would 
log, diſappoint and. difcoutage them in theit 
rork, had need uſe great diligence, that they may 
e furniſhed with the whole Armour of God to 
defend themſelves, and mcourage them to further 


he Miniftry they have received of the Lord. 
thy PROP. I V. In 4 way of Prayer it is molt hopeful 
ehce that thoſe who are ſuch ſhall be obtained. 


GOD is thetefore to be ſotight to upon this 
account. What ever other Means are uſed in 
Wcder to it, this is me to be neglected: _ 
| ids 


16 A Painful Miniſtry the Peculiur Gift 
bids : His Diſciples do it, and it is a ſtanding di- 


in procuring Mercy for a People: God delights 


and be willing to give himſelf to it. If Men 


nue in their Duty; and it is He only that can 


feed and fill the hungry Souls, than they ate tc 
| ask Him. : | UF. „„ 5 


— ' . ˙¹ . IE 


rection to others. Great is the Efficacy of Prayer 


to honour this Duty, and to exerciſe His People 
in a way of dependance upon / Him. © Perſons are 
too ready to be ſecure and confident upon pro- 
bable appearances, in the neglect of a due recourſe 
to God. Some think if they can but give a — 
Maintenance they ſhall not want a Miniſter: 
but thoꝭ yon can give this, you may want a La- 
bourer, one that will take pains in the work, 


are furniſnd with Learning, and that in the 
Higheſt degree, that alone will not fit them: 
for they need Grace and Wiſdom, and Expe- 
rience to accompliſh them for it. It is God who 
governs the Hearts of Men and turns them which 
way He pleaſes; that makes any willing and de. 
ſirous to honour Him in this way. Its He that 
gives them Liberty, that ſpares their Lives, that 
{ets open a door to them, that they may conti. 


bleſs. the Seed ſown, and proſper the word tha 
is ſpoken, that it ſhall not return to Him void; 
When we go to God in Prayer on this Errand 
we go for for a bleſſing that Chriſt hath purcha 
{ſed ; we go to One that hath not only a fulneſs 
of Power, but Riches of Grace; more ready te 
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yer The APPLICATION follows. > 
f ee e 
Pro- ¶ This Teaches ' Miniſters | bow to account of their 


urſeſ@,..7e, or the Flock with the care whereof they are 
- 0 traff ed. i, look upon them as Gods Harveſt, 


mong whom you are to ſow the good Seed of 
1e word, and to endeavour the growth and 
ouriſhing of it, that they may bring forth fruit, 
d God, even ſuch whereby He may be glorified. 
is Gods work you are employed about: Tho” 
will be your crown of rejoycing in the Day of 
briſt, if you have been Inſtrumental to the 
onverſion and Salvation of Souls; yet the ſpe- 


nt will this be to diligence and fidelity, if 
chtly conſidered, . that” you' are put in truſt to 
{pecial Service for God, to further the mani- 
tation of His Glory, in the great work of 
demptton, in bringing periſhing Souls from 
ruinous, condemned, guilty Eſtate, to become 
rers of the divine favour and image; and 
tually capable of Loving, Fraring, Praiſing, 


0 * 


d Glorifying God for ever. 
c 


al glory of this work belongs to God., His. ö 
wer and Grace Nene is wrought, and ö 
111 be for ever acknowledged and admired | 

them that believe. You are Under-workers | 
ith and for Him; and how great an argu- 7 
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Me may hence fee 4 reaſon. for the Duty of Pray 
: for Minifters. As at firſt they are to be ask d © 
Wil, ' God, ſo being obtained, People, and eſpecial} 
bl thoſe to whom they ſtand. ee related 
bhould be much in Prayer to God for then 
* The Apoftle Paul who had not only great Natu 
108 tal and Acquired gifts, but Supernatural ani 
Extraotdinary alſo, yet was ſenſible of his nec 


We of this, and therefore is often deſying of i 
| honour God, you expteſs your love to them, at 
\> you canſult your own, od, when you laboy 

earneſtly in Prayer to God for them, that the 
1 Lives and Liberty might be continued; thi 
| * their Gifts and Graces m «+5 increaſed, th 
111" they may be full of Teal for God, full of Lo 


|| and Compaſſion to Souls, that they may wil 

48 unfainting Courage and Patience, hold out 

| | Fun Diſcouragements and Temptationff 

8 BE am perſwaded if there were a ſpirit of Pray 

þ kept up for them as ought to be, there wou 
148 not be ſuch Coldneſs, Strangneſs towards * | 

| nor ſuch Unfruitfulneſs under their Miniſtrat 
= ons, as too often is. Moſes's his bleſſing on t 


if Tribe of Levi 1 8 and ends with Prayer k 
f 1 them, Deut. 33. * 11. Ky 33 *r 
And let me in particular Recommend thi 


1 Duty to you in this Place. It is as we ho 
ll a fruit of Prayer you are receiving this Dif 
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in the Settlement of One to Labour in God's 


Harveſt. Let youx hearty and fervent Prayers 
be always for him, that his Miniſtrial- Gifts and 
Graces may be more and more increaſed, ' that 
he may be Strong in the Grace which is in Chrift 
Teſus, 2 Tim. 2. I, 1 And that he ma tome fo 


Humility, Patience, Experience, Courage, Fide- 
lity, as: may render him always a rich bleſ- 
ling:26 you. 09527 1101 2000 On CN 
Arte any People bleſſed with 4 Faithfal and Pain- 
ful Miniſtry ? ic ſhows u to whom the Glory of 
it is to be aſcribed; puen'io GOD mho prepares 
and ſends them forth, It is ſuch a gift of God 
as eminently / deſerves Praiſe : it is one of the 


and love to His Church, It 1s a bleſſing of very 
great concèrnment to the welfare and ſpiritual 
Proſperity of a People, which tends to their 


Miniſtry is One of the greateſt glories of any Pep- 
ple; and the want of it a very doleful Calamity. 


Should 4. People Pray for, and Prize a Leagged, 
Pioas and Painful Miniftry, it will follow, It ſhould 
be their care to Attend unto, Improve and Profit 
under ſuch a Bleſſing. This is the great _— 

| . : Walch 


, Jas in the fullneſs 'of the bleſſing of t "Goſpel | 
Rom. 18. 29. That he may have that Prudence, | 


Aſcenſion gifts of Chriſt, 'a fruit of His care 


comfort here, and happineſs hereafter. Such a 
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which the Miniſtry: is given, Epb. 4. 11. That 


Light and Holineſs, Peace and Love in the 
World : To gather Sinners to Chriſt, and built 


ployment. They who ha'nt a ſenſe of this, 


20 A Painful Miniftry the Peculiar Gift 


it may through the Direction and Influence of 
the Spirit of God be Inſtrumental to promote 


them up in Faith and Holineſs, : As 28. 18. 
Hereby you will practically teſtify your grati- 
tude; to God for them, and encourage them in 
their Work. Whereas to profeſs' a deſite and 
eſteem of the Miniſtry, and contemn their 
Meſſage, to ſlight their reproofs, or withſtand 
their words by perſiſting unperſwadably and 
impenitently in your Sins, hating to be Re- 
formed; i or neglecting to get that Knowledge 
of the Truth, that may be a foundation to Faith, 
and a. Means to prepare you to walk Holily, 
and prepare you for Eternal Life, will be an 
Evidence of your Hypocriſy, and à ſad aggra- 
vation of your guilt and condeinnation here- 
after, John 3. 19. and 15, 22. r 


* « if * y 
: US E. © 7511 
1 * FY F 3} Ld LY 


This Doctrine ſhows us what Minifters ſhould 
deſire and ende avour to be found, even Faithfyl 
Labourers in God's Harveſt, As the Miniſtry 
is an honourable, fo it is a Labourious Em- 


and are not willing to lay out themſelves with 
a becoming diligence in Reading, Meditating, 
Studying, Praying, and Watchfulneſs, are: not 


fit to be employed in it. n 
7 | Now 


| with 
tatig, 
re: not 


Vit 
W 
Now 
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Now this being a matter of ſuch conſe- 
nence, Let me addreſs my ſelf by way of 
Counſel, in à few words, to you Sir, who 


are now about to take the' Paſtoral Care of 


this Place. Be willingly' devoting your Self 
your Strength, your Time, your Abilities; and 

races to the Glory of GOD, and the Edifica- 
ion of His People here. Remember, it is work 
you have to do for G O D, and for SOULS : 
hat you muſt not. Loyter, but Labour in it. 
ge willing, Prelacendo perire, to ſpend and be 
pent in Serving CHRIST, and Saving 
OLS. Bleſs: GOD and be humbly thank- 
ul for what , preparations to the Evangelical 

iniſtry, He hath” already furniſhed you with: 
But remember that your Early Introduction 
nto it, neceſſarily calls for a Faithful, Painful 
nd Conſcientious diligence in attending to all 
proper Means, for the increaſe of them. Let 

be your aim and endeavour, to grow and 


xcel in Spiritual and Scriptural Knowledge. 


hat you may - grow in Wiſdom, Prudence and 
xperience, you will have need to Study Men, 
s well as Books; and eſpecially to Study 
dur own Heart, which will be an help to 
ou to find out what is neceſſary: to be ſpoken 
xx Conviction, Direction and Comfort of others 
nder their Wants and Temptations. Labour 
> underſtand, feel and believe the Truths you 
each others; that you may deliver your Mef- 
ge clearly, - convincingly and couragiouſly. 

"63 „ | Appear 


—— — 


N 7 * * 7 "Pq * * r * ö ä PII" 0 * * * * " * "OT. * a 
| ts Ae. a, oC PI \ 


22 A PainfulMiniſiry the Ptculiar Gift 
— for God, and againſt Sin. Set your 
Self to reſiſt the growing. Degenemacy of the 
Times, both in Doctrine and Example, Read 
and Meditate for your e upon 
. thoſe words of God to the Prophet, Fer. 15 
| n9, 20, 21. Study to ſhew your {ſelf approve 
à workman that need not be aſhamed, Let thi 
be your buſmeſs, and every thing elſe -, youll 

concern your ſelf about but a by. buſineſ 

Let this be your conſtant Motive, That the 
Great Lord of the Harveſt will Obſerve, Ap 
rove, Accept and Reward your Miniſterial 
iligence and Faithfulneſs, that you ſhall ne 


ver have cauſe to repent of it. 


I ſhall conclude with 2 Word of EXHOR : 
TATION to you in this Place, with reſpe4li 
to your Duty. to Him whom God {ends 1 


Labour among you. 21 


I. To Accept, Improve and Laboar to flouriſi 
under his Labours. Don't break his ag (in 
his Spirit, and ſhorten his Days, by your nel 
ligence and unprofitableneſs; giving him cauſ 
to Mourn before God, That he hath Labour 
in Vain and Spent his Strength for nough 5 
Be willing to hearken to ſuch Inſtructions, 

roofs, Exhortations and Encouragements, 

rom the word of God ſhall be laid before youll 
When God gives your Miniſter a Mouth ani 
Wiſdom to Speak, Pray that you may hari 
an Ear to Hear: When he perſwades, be yo! 
; perſwaded 


¶ the Lord of the Harveſt, 23 
perſwaded. Let the Seed of the Word be re- 
cived intd good and honeſt Hearts. Under- 
Rand, Apply and Meditate upon the Truth : 
Do asthe noble Bereans, Act, 17. 11. In all 
aſes wherein it ſeems queſtionable, whether 
rhat is delivered be indeed the Mind of God. 
+ Wray much that the Goſpel may be Preached by 
nene Holy Ghoſt ſent down from Heaven: That 

briſt's work may proſper in your Souls, and 
n the Souls of your Children: That Chriſt 
nay have a rich Harveſt aniong you: That 
ou may abound in the fruits of the Spirit. 


2. Let his Labours have due Incouragement 
among yo. 1 Tim. 5. 18. The Labourer is worthy 
his reward. I ſpeak not for the Enconrage- 
nent of the negligent, but of a faithful and 
ainful Miniſtry, Let him not be clog'd or 
diverted in his Studies, to provide himſelf ne- 
eſſaries. Or be kept ſhort, that he may'nt 
urniſh himſelf with proper helps from the 
orks of the Learned, to advance his Abilitics 
nd Oſefulneſs among you. Or be wanting in 
hat Bounty and Hoſpitality that becomes his 
Place, and is required of him. I am perſwaded 
hat the beggarly pinching way of bargaining 
with Miniſters to get their Service as cheap 
us they can, hath been a provocation to God 
n this Land. We are a People who profeſs 
Religion to be our Glory, and often fpeak ho- 
naurably of aur Pious Anceſtors on account of = 
on D — their 2 
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to ſpend upon their Luſts of Pride and Drunk 


npon the Commands and Directions of God in 
Miniſtry which He eſtabliſhed in the Church o 


more valuable. Many other Places m 


fre N witty the Feculiar Gift 
their Love to the Worſhip and Ordinances of 
God, theix Care to Plant Churches, and to Settl 


2 Gaſpel Miniſtry in chem according to the Mind 


of Chriſt, Will it not be a'reproach. if 4 con 
trary Spirit be Und ee * ut the Miniftr | 


be eſteemed a Bill of Qharges, burdenſome. 3 
uneaſy to Men? And they grow more willing 


enneſs, than to Support the Goſpel, and the faith 
ful Preaching of it among them? That the 
Miniſtry ſhould be made contempijble through 
their hardſhips and poverty.? Let it not be fo 
among you; but remember and duely refle& 


this matter. What Care did God take of the 


Iſrael, in giving them the Tyths and Offerings, 
and Firſt Fruits ? and by which they were Li. 
berally provided for: and He hath taken Care 
of the Goſpel Miniſtry too: 1 Cor, 9, 13,14. Ds 
Te not know that they which miniſter abr boh 
things, live of the things of the Temple; and the) 
which wait. at the Altar ſhould partake with tief 
Altar. Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that the) 
which Preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of the Goſpel, 
Gal. 6. 6. Let him that is taught in the word 
oommunicate to him that Teacheth in all good things, 
The Text ſhews us that it is but an act of 
ſuſtice to communcate Temporal good things 
to thoſe who communicate to them Things much 
might be 
referr'd 
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referr'd to, but I ſhall only further mind you; 
That what 1s done this way with a right Spirit, 
is done to Cliriſt, and will be accepted by Him 
as fruit that ſhall abound to your account, 
Chriſts Love in giving Himſelf for us can 
never be recompenſed by our Oblations to His 
hn service, in the Propogation of the Goſpel. I 
runk may venture to ſay, If you keep up a Spirit 
faitlſW.f Love to CHRIST, to His Truth and 
Ordinances, and to the Proſperity of your own 
SOULS, you will not be wanting in your 


Duty. on this. account, 
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